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Working 
     Man
        Blues


How our working-class 
ancestors spent  


their days.
Why they came  


to America.
And where you 


can learn more.


Plus: 10
Places 


You 
Didn’t 


Think to 
Look
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Nice Work  
If You Can Get It


generations


B y  E l l E n  n o t B o h m


We do it because we love it.
There’s always one more elusive ancestor to track down, one 


more document to pinpoint. As family historians, we love the 
people we meet in the course of our work, the places we visit. 
Strangers do us invaluable favors, and we love paying those 
back and paying them forward, though few of us are ever paid 
in cold, hard cash for our work.


Perhaps we’re living in the wrong century. This article from the 
Pine Island (Minnesota) Record dated 10 March 1910 (reprinted 
from the Washington Herald) shows just how generously we may 
have been compensated for our hard work 100 years ago: 


A click of the Bureau of Labor Statistics Inflation Calculator 
tells us that this “well paid” genealogist was exactly that: his 
$500 fee in 1910 translates into $11,000 today. 


A century later, the Internet has put a wealth of family history 
research at our fingertips. And each of us — professional or not 
— is still well paid. For most of us, though, that payment is not 
in dollars, but in the currency of knowledge, insight, and connec-
tion to the kindred spirits of our past. And that’s priceless. 


© Images.com/VeeR
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B y  S a r a  S a E t r E


From Facebook to Family Socially Inclined


Talk About  
a Revolution


The easy-to-use pages Facebook gives you — all 
free — let you upload unlimited photos, send notes to 
friends, and easily connect and keep in touch with all 
sorts of people. Even cousins you may have never met.  


I originally envisioned Facebook as someplace to 
share photos and family news with my college-age 
daughter. I quickly realized I had stumbled on a way 


to find far-flung family. I’d tried the same searches on search 
engines like Google with no luck. On Facebook, I located cousin 
after cousin.  


I started with close family, then expanded to search for peo-
ple whose names I knew but who were strangers to me. After 
checking their Facebook Friends list (yep, there’s the brother 
I expected) I would write a potential cousin a note, explain-
ing who I was and giving enough information (like the names 
of their grandparents) to help them see we had a connection. 
Almost every reply held kind words. The harshest was “I’m not 
interested.” The younger generation surprised me with their 
enthusiasm and led me to members of their  
family who knew the family’s history.  


So far, I’ve gathered about 250 cousins through Facebook. 
They’ve provided new leads, linked me to previously “lost” peo-
ple, and shared their research on our extended family. With more 


Want to share your latest Ancestry.com 
find? Click the Share This record button — 
you’ll find it in the Page Tools box whenever 
you’re viewing a record. Choose from 
“Facebook,” “Twitter,” or “Email to a Friend.” 
Follow a couple of short steps (for Facebook 
and Twitter, you’ll be prompted to log in 
and add a note; to email the document, you 
type in the recipient’s email address). Then 
you’re ready to go.


You could say that the Daughters of 
the American Revolution’s Genealogical 
Research System (GRS), now available 
online, has been more than 200 years in 
the making. The GRS gives anyone access 
to some of the DAR’s most significant 
family history databases, which extend 
beyond the Revolutionary War. Try 
searching by ancestor, DAR member  
(with restrictions), or descendant.
<www.dar.org/library/online_research.cfm>


Try It Yourself
Visit <www.facebook.com>. There’s a form on the homepage for signing up. • 


Use the search box to look for friends and family — just type in their names. • 


Expand your search to surnames only. Include the word “genealogy” or “family” to • 
check for groups devoted to your family line. Can’t find a group? Start your own. 


Send a friend request or a private message when you see someone you’d like to • 
know. You’ll find quick links next to search results to do just that. 


Visit and become a fan of • Ancestry magazine on Facebook.


generations
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It’s a safe bet that Mike Rowe’s 
résumé is longer than yours. As the 
host of the Discovery Channel’s Dirty 
Jobs, Mike has rolled up his sleeves to 
try out more than 200 different — and 
wonderfully distasteful — blue-collar 
trades. And it all started thanks to his 
Grandpa Knoble. 


“My grandfather’s life was much hard-
er than mine,” Mike says, “but he was 
richer and amazingly free. He had quiet 
moments of competence. The man nev-
er read instructions, [but] he could build 
an engine from the ground up.” 


Grandpa could do everything Mike 
couldn’t do. With only an 8th-grade 
education, Mike’s grandfather became 
a master electrician and plumber. He’d 


leave early in the morning clean and 
come home filthy. Mike wanted to do 
the same. “But I wasn’t that guy,” he 
says. “The influence of my granddad 
blinded me to the fact that I didn’t get 
that gene.” Eventually, reality crept in 
and Mike understood that he wasn’t a 
fixer, wasn’t someone who could create 
things with his hands. “So I went in the 
opposite direction — entertainment.” 


Mike did follow the blueprint of 
his grandfather’s life when it came to 
learning his own trade: he opted for 
hands-on experience. Mike bluffed 
his way into a slot with the Baltimore 
Opera. He learned the television busi-
ness by landing a job with QVC. Then 
he was ready for the big time.


“I went to Hollywood totally influ-
enced by the execution and work ethic 
of the blue-collar worker,” Mike says. 
“All I was able to ultimately imitate 
was the way in which they worked, 
but it was enough.” 


Mike notes that today’s jobs don’t 
compare to the ones back in Grandpa 
Knoble’s day. Society, he says, has rede-
fined a good job — there’s no dirt and 
no risk. But Mike still maintains that 
blue-collar workers have the best gigs. 
“They have ownership, a sense of com-
pletion. There’s a beginning, middle, 
and end,” Mike says. “You pull them 
out of the mix and it’s the Wonder-
ful Life paradigm. What would we do 
without guys like garbage men?” 


things they do


“My grandfather’s life was much harder than mine,
but he was richer and amazingly free.” 


   Mike Rowe, host of Discovery Channel’s Dirty Jobs


Never Underestimate the Influence of Grandpa
B y  Ja n E t  B E r n i c E  J E y S
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B y  J o h n  S u m n E r


Worker Museums


Be Glad It’s  
Not Your Job


Get a hands-on look at how work used to be by visiting one of 
the following museums. Be sure to check hours and dates of operation 
before you go.
 
Beckley Exhibition Coal Mine
Beckley, West Virginia 
<www.beckleymine.com>


Youngstown Historical Center of Industry & Labor
Youngstown, Ohio
<ohsweb.ohiohistory.org/places/ne09/index.shtml>


American Textile History Museum
Lowell, Massachusetts 
<www.athm.org> 


Farmers’ Museum
Cooperstown, New York
<www.harvestofhistory.org/explore.html>


Tenement Museum
New York City, New York
<www.tenement.org>


California State Railroad Museum
Sacramento, California
<www.csrmf.org>


California State Mining and Mineral Museum
Mariposa, California
<www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=588>


American Museum of Agriculture
Lubbock, Texas
<www.agriculturehistory.org>


Museum of the Mountain Man
Pinedale, Wyoming
<www.museumofthemountainman.com>


Have you ever wanted to be 
a leech collector? Toad eater? 
Spit boy? If you’ve got a strong 
stomach and a love of  
the bizarre, put The  
Worst Jobs in History on your 
reading list. Author Tony 
Robinson takes you on an 
entertaining and educational look 
at Britain’s most revolting employment 
— from Roman occupation through 
the Victorian era. Don’t forget to 
check out the “What’s in a Name” 
chapter; you might discover what your 
ancestors did for a living based on 
their surname.


Saving Time
Ever hit the Search button before 
you were ready? At Ancestry.com you 
can now revise that search by hitting 
the “R” key while you’re on the search 
results page. You’ll pull up a new 
Search box with all the information 
you already input. Just type in your 
changes or additions and click Search 
again to see your new results.


generations
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One index card. That’s all you have. The soldier listed is Aaron Laub. The Civil War 
pension card says he served in a unit from Pennsylvania, his widow is Lucinda Waterbor, 
and James Ritz is “Gdn,” or guardian. How can you learn more about Aaron’s family?


A Pension Puzzle
B y  Pau l a  S t ua rt- Wa r r E n ,  c G


1.


5 steps


Search federal census records at Ancestry.
com. In 1870 and 1880, Aaron Laub and 
Lucinda are in Lehighton, Carbon County, 
Pennsylvania. James Ritz, the guardian, 
lives in the same house with them in 1870. 
Follow Lucinda to 1900 (search for her 
with the surname listed on the index card, 
Waterbor). Now widowed, you’ll find her 
with a son, Aaron, born in 1880. 


4. Check Ancestry.com for 1890 Veterans 
Schedules, a special census that enu-
merated Civil War Union veterans and 
widows of those veterans. You’ll find a 
Lucille Waterbor listed as a former widow. 
Does that point to Waterbor as a mar-
ried name? <http://search.ancestry.com/
iexec/?htx=List&dbid=8667>


5.


Order the Civil War pension record from the National 
Archives. Minor children will likely be listed in the 
record, as will marriage details. <www.archives.gov/
veterans/ military-service-records/pre-ww-1-records.html>


2.


The 1880 census lists two daughters 
in Lucinda and Aaron’s household; 
in 1900, just one child — son Aaron 
— is living with Lucinda. Try to 
follow each through 20th-century 
census records. 


The widow, Lucinda, has a different surname than Aaron. Did she 
remarry or is this a maiden name? Try to find a marriage record 
to determine which it is. But watch out — this may be trickier 
than it sounds. Consult Red Book (Alice Eichholz, ed., Ancestry, 
3rd Edition, 2004) to learn what records might exist.


3.


16  W W W . A N C E S T R Y M A G A Z I N E . C O M
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Emergency Passport


Slave Record Details


New Year’s Resolution  
— Learn More!


Q: I found an emergency passport application for my great-grandfather, 
but he doesn’t seem to be traveling anywhere; the note on the application 
said that he was applying at the consulate in Pretoria, South Africa, for 
the purpose of “protection.” He was a miner working in Johannesburg in 
1901. Why would he have applied for an emergency passport? Also, his 
passport application has no photo — why not?


a: With the Second 
Boer War underway 
while your great-
grandfather was 
working in South 
Africa, he would 
have applied for 
an emergency 
passport to prove his 
American citizenship 
and avoid being 
drafted into the  
local military.


Emergency  
passports were  
usually issued under 
exceptional circum-
stances like this or, 
say, when foreign-
born women married 
U.S. citizens outside 
the United States. 


Passport photos 
weren’t required  
until about 1918, 
roughly the same 
time the U.S. began 
requiring citizens 
traveling abroad to 
carry a passport. Pri-
or to 1918, you may 
still find a passport for an ancestor, but usually only if their destination 
required one. Note that emergency passports usually expired after a year, 
so you may find more than one application per person.


You can search for both emergency and regular passport applications 
in the U.S. Passport Applications, 1795–1925 collection at Ancestry.com. 
Visit <www.ancestrymagazine.com> for a link to the database. 


Send your questions for the Ancestry Sleuth to sleuth@ancestrymagazine.com.


Finding slave ancestors is tough, to say 
the least. But the University of North Carolina-
Greensboro’s Digital Library on American 
Slavery has digitized details about American 
slaves from thousands of court and legislative 
petitions filed between 1775 and 1867 in 15 
different states. Search by name or via a list of 
subjects for information on 80,000 slaves, as 
well as free people of color and other parties 
involved. <http://library.uncg.edu/slavery>


Make this year’s resolution a historical 
one: to attend a family history educational event 
near you. Try a class at your nearest National 
Archives, like the ones being offered at the 
Seattle branch on January 9 and 10. Both the 
“National Archives Online” and “Overview of 
the National Archives” workshops will help you 
plumb NARA’s onsite resources and are free to 
the public. To find events at the archive nearest 
you, visit <www.archives.gov/calendar>.


generations
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Little Black List


What We Found


A bunch of drunks. At least that’s what the city of 
Birmingham, England, considered them a bit more than 
100 years ago. 


In order to enforce the 1902 Sale of Liquor to Habitual 
Drunkards Licensing Act, the Watch Committee of the City 
of Birmingham compiled the names and photos of people 
deemed “habitual drunkards.” Eighty-two people, each con-
victed of drunkenness between 1903 and 1906, made the list, 
which was printed as a small book and distributed to pubs 
throughout town.


We got a look at the book ourselves when family histo-
rian Clare Sutton, who found it in a used book store and 
recognized a gem, submitted it to the Ancestry.com World 
Archives Project. 


Inside are characters like Richard Flemming, known as 
“Dirty Dick” and “Dick the Devil,” and Alice Tatlow, whose 
tattoos included “Prince of Wales Feathers back right hand; 
heart, clasped hands, true love K.B. back left arm.” Details 
are rich: this was the official list of people who weren’t to 
be served in bars, so pub owners needed to know all — 
from cuts and scars to the uncommon number of folks in 
the book with broken noses.


Stroll through the book yourself at <http://search. 
ancestry.com/iexec/?htx=List&dbid=1651>. And if you 
don’t recognize anyone, don’t worry: while the pages are 
full of the kind of details that would make any family his-
torian drunk with joy, it’s probably not the worst thing in 
the world if your family’s not mentioned. 
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Tasty Pasty. And No, 
That Doesn’t Rhyme.
 B y  J o h n  m i l l S


During the 1870s, many miners from Cornwall, 
England, sought their fortune in the western 
territories of the United States. Included was my 
great-great-grandfather, Samuel Bowden, who 
brought his family first to New Jersey, then on to 
Colorado to join his oldest son. 


Following the silver bust in 1893, my ances-
tors relocated to Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, 
where copper and iron ore mines were boom-
ing. My great-grandmother ran a boarding 
house in Allouez, where she sent her husband, 
son, and many other “Cousin Jacks” off to work 
with a lunch box filled with a hardy Cornish 
pasty (pass-tee) and hot tea. My grandmother 
and mother continued to make these traditional 
pies for their husbands and children, and today 
my siblings and I make them for our children, 
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. To this 
day, the Upper Peninsula pasty is widely 
known as a regional specialty. 


heritage recipeheritage recipe


Cornish Pasty
Makes 4–6 individual pies


Filling
4–6 medium russet  
   or yukon Gold potatoes
1 medium yellow onion
2 carrots
1 medium rutabaga
1 lb. pork steak 
   or ground beef chuck
salt and pepper to taste
4–6 pats of butter


Directions
Filling. Medium dice all vegetables. Medium dice pork steak (or ground beef chuck). Mix all 
filling ingredients (except butter pats) in a large bowl until mixed equally throughout. Salt 
and pepper to taste. Cover and refrigerate until crust dough is ready.


Crust. Mix flour and salt in a bowl. Cut in the shortening until mixture looks like small 
beads. Add water (or milk) until crust mixture comes together to form a dough. Refrigerate 
for about 20 minutes.


Assembly. Divide dough into 4–6 balls. Roll out dough balls on a floured surface until 
dough is approximately a quarter-inch thick and 8–9 inches round. Scoop approximately 1 


heaping cup of filling onto one side of the dough round, leaving about 
one-half inch as a border. Top the filling with one pat of 


butter. With wet finger, dampen the dough border. Fold 
other side of crust over filling and seal edges to 


form a half-moon. Transfer pasties to a cookie 
sheet. Vent top of pasties with two to three 


small slits or poke with fork. 


Cooking. Preheat oven to 400 degrees 
and bake on center rack for 1 hour 
until crust is golden brown. Remove 
from oven, cover with dish towel for 


5–8 minutes. Serve warm with 
favorite topping(s). 


Crust
1 cup shortening
2 2/3 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon salt
7–8 tablespoons cold water or milk


Toppings
butter 
ketchup
brown beef gravy
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Have a heritage recipe you want to see  
in Ancestry maga zine? Submit it at  
<www.ancestrymagazine.com/submit>. 
Published recipes earn $100.
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Ancestry.com is coming to a city near you!
Knoxville, Tennessee
Federation of Genealogical 
Societies Conference
Aug 18-21
www.fgs.org/2010conference/
index.php


Salt Lake City, Utah
National Genealogical Society 
Family History Conference
April 29-May 1
www.ngsgenealogy.org/cs/
conference_info
 
Burbank, California
Southern California Genealogy 
Jamboree
June 11-13
www.scgsgenealogy.com
 


Mesa, Arizona
Mesa Family History Expo
January 22-23
www.fhexpos.com
 
St. George, Utah
St. George Family History Expo 
February 26-27
www.fhexpos.com
 


MArK YOUr CALENdArS


Ancestry.com is proud to sponsor these 
upcoming conferences and expos. 


Visit the Ancestry.com booth where you can ask our 
experts questions about the website; sit in on tutorials covering Ancestry.com, 
Family Tree Maker, MyCanvas; talk to the editors of Ancestry magazine and more; 


and take advantage of special conference discounts on various Ancestry.
com products. We hope to see you! 


Learn more about Ancestry.com at upcoming conferences 
and expos by visiting http://corporate.ancestry.com/press/
events.
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Ten years ago, Braveheart won the Academy 


Award • William J. Clinton was re-elected 
president • the Blizzard of the Century hit 
the East Coast • Ten years ago, Pokemon 


was released • the Daily Show debuted—
without Jon Stewart • the average price 
of a gallon of unleaded was under $1.50 


Steve Jobs rejoined Apple • Angela’s Ashes 
was a best seller • Tiger Woods played his 
first professional tournament • ER was the 
top television show • Dell started selling 
computers on a website • software was 
still delivered on floppy discs • WebTV 


debuted •   Ten yea  rs ago, digital geneal-
ogy was a pipe dream • the 56k modem 


was develeeeoped • Ancestry.com put its 
first digital records online • Ten years ago, 
only 28 percent of public libraries offered 
access to the Internet • day-planners met 
their demise at the hands of PalmPilot • 
Amazon sold only books • Ten years o • 


Ancestry.com puts its first digital records 
online • Ten years ago, Braveheart won the 
Academy Award •William J. Clinton was re-
elected president • Blizzard of the Century 


hit the East Coast • Dallas Cowboys won 


• Ten years ago, Starbucks debuted its first overseas coffee shop 
• software was still delivered on floppy discs • WebTV debuted 


•   Ten yea  rs ago, digital genealogy was a pipe dream • the 56k 
modem was developed • Instant messaging hit the Internet • 


Hotmail started providing free e-mail accounts • Ten years 
ago, only 28 percent of publ libraries offered access to 


the Internet • day-planners met their demise at the 
hands of PalmPilot • Amazon sold only books • Ten years 


o • Ancestry.com puts its first digital records online 
• Ten years ago, Braveheart won the Academy Award 


•William J. Clinton was re- elected president • Blizzard 
of the Century hit the East Coast • Dallas Cowboys 


won the Superbowl • Ten years ago, the first Pokemon 
game was released • Chicago Bulls set an NBA 


record for the most wins in season • Rent opened on 
Broadway • Dolly the sheep was born • Ten years ago, 
Atlanta hosted the summer Olympics • Ramones played 


their final show • Big 12 con- ference held its first football 
game • New York Yankees won the world series • 
Ten years ago, Steve Jobs rejoined Apple • Angela’s 


Ashes was a best seller • Oprah made her first book 
club selection • Tiger Woods played his first professional 


tournament. Ten years ago, the Daily Show debuted—
without Jon Stewart • ER was the top television show • HP intro-
duced its first photo printer • Starbucks opened a store in Utah • 


Ten years ago, the average price of a gallon of unleaded was well 
under $1.50 • Twister became the first movie commercially sold 
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Readers’ Voices


What was your family history research 
like before computers?
Virtual Vacation


I began my family genealogy search 
around 1985 using high-cost long-
distance calls.  From there, I relied on 
the post office for letters from rela-
tives. I always dreamed of taking trips 
to nearby states to view records, but 
I never went. Then came a move to 
live seven hundred miles away—far 
from my family sources—that almost 
stopped my research entirely.


Four years ago, I got a computer 
that now enables me to travel, at least 
virtually, to obtain family informa-
tion, acquire census data, visit state 
archives, read city directories, view 
photos of my immigrant grandfather’s 
ship to the United States, locate his 
application for U.S. citizenship, and 
even help others learn their fami-
ly histories. Family history and the 
Internet—what a powerful combina-
tion.


Janice A. Tyler


The Apple and the Tree
I started researching my family 


about 1975, after a trip to a Scottish 
shop in Canada. At that time, you really 
had to search for everything—research 
forms, such as family group sheets and 
pedigree charts were available, but 
finding the information to enter on the 
sheets meant lots of letter writing and 
road trips. You’d spent hours searching 
for that one piece of elusive data. And 
answers to letters were at least weeks, if 
not months, away.


When I got my first computer, an 
Apple 2e, I thought I was the epitome 
of a genealogical researcher. I started 
with PAF and graduated to Family 
Roots (software) and started entering 
all of my family information. What a 
wonderful thing to be able to search 
for that great-great-aunt and to put 
in a new piece of information I just 


received from a 
long lost cousin. 
And then, oh no, 
I’d push a wrong 
button and all my 
recently added 
information dis-
appeared and I 
hadn’t backed it up on my floppy disk. 
I’d get to spend the next hour putting 
it all in the computer again.


Deborah White Hershey


Simply Organized
Since I enlisted my computer for 


my family history research, I have 
been able to find more cousins with 
the help of message boards and sur-
name query sites. Now when I post a 
query, several people may answer.


I’ve been able to identify old photo-
graphs with the help of photo posting 
sites and through online articles. I 
even found a site that allowed me to 
date several unidentified photo post-
cards by the stamp boxes (www.playle.
com/realphoto).


The computer programs I use 
allow me to organize my genealogi-
cal files, make charts, and cut and 
paste information so I can quickly 
find my notes and sources. I don’t 
know how I would function without 
a computer now.


Lori Terwilliger


Pat on Our Back
Ancestry Magazine Executive Editor, 


Loretto “Lou” Szucs, was honored by the 
International Society of Family History 
Writers and Editors (ISFHWE) with the 
first-ever Myra Vanderpool Gormley Award 
of Merit for written contributions to the 
field of genealogy.


In addition to her role as a contributor, 
guiding presence, and voice of reason for 
Ancestry Magazine, Lou has authored and 
edited a number of key genealogical works 
including They Became Americans (Ancestry 
1998), and The Source (Ancestry 2006), co-
edited with Sandra Hargreaves Leubking, 
now in its third edition. 


While we can’t take credit for Lou’s or 
Myra’s illustrious careers, we’re happy to 
point out that the words of both writers 
appear in this issue of Ancestry Magazine. 
Myra’s “Digging Deeper” column can be 
found on pages 28 and 29 while Lou’s 
“Editor’s Note” is located on page 3.


Thank You
The staff of Ancestry Magazine would 


like to thank André Brummer for his sup-
port during the past ten years.
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Tell us all about it. Send your  
stories and contact information to 
editor@ancestrymagazine.com.


Next issue: 
How has a distant rela-
tive—past or present—
helped you?


13% 10 years ago
32% 5–9 years ago
24% 2–4 years ago
29% Just in the past year


Voice your opinion in the next 
Ancestry Magazine poll at


<www.ancestry.com/community>.
Subscription to Ancestry.com not required to 
vote or view results. Polls change weekly so 
check back often.


You Said


Ancestry.com 
turns 10 this year—


but when did you  
first use it?
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Letters


Let Us Know
Mixed Bag


Sometimes they’re good, sometimes they’re bad, but when-
ever we dig into the Ancestry Magazine mailbag, we’re bound 
to come up with a handful of letters from readers just like you. 
So when an article we publish (or don’t publish) piques your 
interest, let us hear about it. You can reach Ancestry Magazine 
whenever you’d like at editor@ancestrymagazine.com.


Short and Sweet
Too much to do to go into the details? Ancestry Magazine 


still wants to hear about your breakthroughs—but a few simple 
words will do. Take just a couple of minutes to jot down 
your family history problem and how you solved it (a pair of 
sentences or so will do) and send it to Ancestry Magazine at  
editor@ancestrymagazine.com.


Ancestors Who Go Bump in the Night
Ever have a ghostly encounter with an ancestor or feel like 


one of them is watching you? Ever have a graveyard experience 
that just doesn’t seem explicable? If your family history research 
has ever taken a turn—intentional or not—for the supernatural, 
we’d love to know. Send a few short sentences or the whole tale to  
jcroasmun@ancestrymagazine.com.


Sources, Sources, Sources
In Finding Your Polish Ancestors by Lisa A. Alzo 


(Ancestry Magazine, May/June 2005), we failed to 
include the name of a source integral to the arti-
cle—Polish genealogy expert Ceil Wendt Jensen, 
cg—whose family research and recommendations 
were included throughout the piece. Our apolo-
gies go out to Ceil and our regrets go out to our 
readers for any confusion this omission may have 
caused. It’s just one more reason to remember 
to  always document sources—so proper credit is 
given wherever and whenever it’s due.


Looking for more information on  how and why 
to document family history sources? Then don’t 
miss the current article When You Drink from the 
Water, Consider the Source by Elizabeth Shown 
Mills, cg, cgl, fasg (page 30).


What can you find in an attic? I have placed items 
that meant something to me in my own homes’ attics, 
and, when I moved, I was too lazy to retrieve those 
same items. So for the home’s next owner, that means 
the attic can truly be an adventure, and there’s a good 
chance that looking through one will net you some 
treasures. History is everywhere, you just have to seek 
it out.


Robert Crain


After spending some time in Tuscany, I found it 
hard to believe that my grandparents would ever want 
to leave such a beautiful area. I decided to do some 
research to find out why they emigrated. I checked the 
Ellis Island site and found that my grandmother arrived 
in America three months after my grandfather. They 
first went to Kentucky before settling in San Mateo 
County, California. But why?


I asked my aunt. She recalled a story about my grand-
father running away because he killed someone in Italy. 
My dad’s great-great-nephew asked his grandmother. 
She said my grandfather was trying to avoid the draft.


When I checked Ellis Island’s original handwrit-
ten manifest, my grandfather’s ship was listed as the 
Fulda. However the transcription showed the ship as 
the Columbia. Seeking to learn more about my grand-
parents’ romance with America raised more questions. 
Why didn’t my grandparents travel together? Why did 
they go first to Kentucky? What was the name of my 
grandfather’s ship? 


My next project is to look into their naturalization 
papers—hopefully these will yield some information to 
explain the allure America held for my grandparents.


Judy Graziani Steele
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Maybe not, if you’ve been searching for her by name in the 1910 census 
online. But now that’s all changed at Ancestry.com.


In June, Ancestry.com announced the completion of its every-name 
index for the 1910 U.S. Federal Census. What’s the big deal? By turning 1910 from 
a searchable list of heads-of-household into a database that includes every person 
in the house, even a four-year-old future grandmother can now be successfully 
searched by name—regardless of whether she was four in 1880, 1910, or 1930. That’s 
because every available U.S. federal census between 1870 and 1930 is now searchable 
by exactly the individual you’re seeking.


Because of their consistency and scope, censuses are considered one of the cor-
nerstones of modern genealogy—no other record used by family historians can as 
effectively place an ancestor in time and place. And because census enumerators asked 
the same questions of everyone they talked to, you know exactly what information to 
expect: everything from where your ancestors lived to their professions, and, depend-
ing on the census year, when they immigrated, where their mother was born, and even 
if they had a radio.


So what can you expect? That depends on the census.
How far can you go? 1790 was the first census, but you’ll only find names for 


heads of households—not until 1850 did other household residents earn a mention 
in the census. Look to 1870 for the first by-name mentions of slaves who were freed 
during the 1860s and Native Americans.


Wedded bliss. If newlyweds pique your interest, visit the 1850, 1860, 1870, 
1880, and 1890 census—during those census years, the federal government asked 
which household residents married in the twelve months prior to the census date. 
Interestingly enough, between 1850 and 1880 the government also took notes on 
who died during the previous twelve months.


Keys to the country. Between 1900 and 1930, census takers in the United States 
focused on immigration information, requesting year of immigration as well as nat-
uralization status. Taking that one step further, in 1930 census takers also requested 
the language spoken by an immigrant (if not English) before coming to America.


North or South. More than forty years following the Civil War, census takers 
in 1910 inquired as to whether respondents fought in the Civil War and for which 
side.


Media frenzy. Broadcast technology was new enough in 1930 that the U.S. gov-
ernment instructed census takers to find out which households had radios.


You can discover these facts and others by viewing the actual census enumeration 
of your American ancestors via the View Image link attached to each census search 
result at Ancestry.com.  


It’s 1910.
Do You Know Where Your  
Four-Year-Old Future Grandma Is?


It was a long road, one that has 
led from the doorsteps of millions of 
ancestors to your computer screen. It 
was a road that took ten years to pave. 
So what did Ancestry.com have to go 
through in order to complete the U.S. 
census puzzle, giving you fast access 
to every name recorded in a U.S. cen-
sus between 1790 and 1930?


4,400 miles of paper


6.6 million man hours


21.9 billion keystrokes


540 million names


A Long Way Home
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Getting Out


They say the best way to get to know someone is to 
walk a mile in his or her shoes. Well, what about 
dancing in those shoes instead? Have you ever won-


dered if your ancestors jitterbugged, waltzed, or polkaed? 
Perhaps Grandfather Schwab danced the Zwiefacher, or 
maybe your Great Aunt Betty spent some leisure time danc-
ing the Charleston.


Because so many societies and cultures dance to celebrate 
special occasions (such as births, weddings, or seasons) or 
just as a social pastime, chances are some of your ancestors 


kicked up their heels from time to time. Spend some time 
elevating your own heels ancestor-style by joining a group 
or workshop dedicated to good old-fashioned dance.


To find a group, workshop, or organization near you, 
search the Internet for “dance societies” or something a 
little more specific like “polka” or “ballroom” followed by 
your state or location. You’ll soon see how stepping out a 
la Gramps is more than just educational—it’s a whole lot 
of fun.


—Arly Evensen
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Animating the World: First Newsreels
Museum of Photographic Arts, San Diego, CA
Through 17 September
www.mopa.org


Folk Art Market
Santa Fe, NM
8 July
www.folkartmarket.org 


Lotus Festival
Los Angeles, CA
8–9 July
www.laparks.org/grifmet/lotus.htm


Italian Genealogy and Heritage Conference
Pittsburgh, PA
14–15 July
www.RootsInTheBoot.org.


National Bohemian, Moravian, and Slovak Folk Dance 
Festival
Cedar Rapids, IA
14–15 July
www.cgsi.org/whatsnew.asp?intEventID=355 


Federal Land Records NARA Genealogy Workshops
San Francisco, CA
21 July
http://archives.gov/genealogy/events


The Purse and the Person: A Century of Women’s Purses
Historic Arkansas Museum, Little Rock, AR
24 July through 31 December 
www.HistoricArkansas.org


Small Numbers—Big Impact: Swiss Immigration
Ellis Island Immigration Exhibition, Ellis Island, NY
29 July
www.swissroots.org/events/ellisExhibition.asp


Okra, Beans, and Leafy Greens:  
The African-American Foodways Festival
Sleepy Hollow, NY
30 July
www.hudsonvalley.org/calendar/index2.htm 


Swiss Heritage Celebration
Gruetli-Laager, TN
30 July
www.swisshistoricalsociety.org


Family History Camp—NARA Genealogy Workshop
Philadelphia, PA
1–4 August
http://archives.gov/genealogy/events


2006 International Polka Festival
Rosemont, IL
3–5 August
www.internationalpolka.com/festschedule2006.htm 


Eastern European Genealogy Society International 
Conference
Winnipeg, Manitoba, CA
4–6 August
www.eegsociety.org/Conference2006.aspx 


Nisei Week Japanese Festival
Los Angeles, CA
12–20 August
www.niseiweek.org


International Conference on Jewish Genealogy
New York, NY
13–18 August
www.jgsny2006.org


African World Festival
Detroit, MI
18–20 August
www.maah-detroit.org/african_world_festival_2006.htm


German-American Festival
Oregon, OH
25–27 August
www.gafsociety.org/fest.htm


Federation of Genealogical Societies 2006 Conference
Boston, MA
30 August–2 September
www.fgs.org


Events
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